Honesty – Quiz Show
Warning: There is some language in this film, particularly GD & BS.  If you choose to show the entire movie, be aware of the F word in scenes 10 & 15.  
Overview: This movie is based on the real-life events of a game show, Twenty-one, that was on the air in the late 1950’s. What made this game show unique was that it was rigged. The producers of the show gave the contestants the answers to the questions before the show.  The two main contestants were Herb Stempel and Charles Van Doren.  After the producer, Dan Enright, asked Stempel to take a dive, Stempel goes to the authorities to reveal the truth.  
Moral of the Story: We will all be faced with real-life ethical dilemmas. While the easy road is more attractive, it is not usually the best choice. There are consequences to leading an unethical life and long-term benefits to taking the high road.
Selected Scenes
Scenes 06-09 (17:09 – 39:41) 

22 minutes

Scene 22 (1:39:02 – 1:43:17)


  4 minutes

Scenes 24-29 (1:47:06 – 2:08:40)

21 minutes











Total
47 minutes

Discussion Questions

This movie indirectly asks the viewer a number of ethical questions:

1) Both Herb Stempel and Charles Van Doren wanted to play the game fair and square.  Yet, at different times (scene 6 & 7), both voluntarily agreed to receive the answers to the questions.  Why did they do it?  What would you have done?  What if it meant millions of dollars?  Stempel was asked to miss a question?  Why did he do it?  What would you have done?  
2) After declining to cheat, Van Doren (scene 8) recognizes the question and answers it anyway to defeat Stempel.  How would things have turned out differently if Van Doren had A) answered incorrectly?  B) on live TV, told everyone that the game was rigged and walked off stage or C) held a press conference right after the show to tell America what was really going on?  
3) In scene 9 and again in scene 22, Stempel is driven to expose the truth of the show.  Why, now, after the fact? Guilt? A sense of shame? Altruism? Revenge? Greed?  
4) In scene 25, the prosecutor, Dick Goodwin, says, “It’s the getting away with it part that he couldn’t live with?”  This gets to conscience and integrity.  Are these abstract things enough to keep people honest and ethical?  Do you think “we” still have a conscience in the 21st century?
5) In scene 26, the major theme is the inherent consequences of being dishonest or unethical. Talk about how reputation, guilt, shame, and damage to one’s personal/family name are still relevant.  
6) If Van Doren could go back and do it all over again, how do you think he would have handled the situation differently?  What about the folks at Enron?  What about Tiger Woods?...
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