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Extensive Breakdown of Education Level

& Median Income

	Level of Education
	Mean Yearly Income
	Income Over 30 Years

	High School Dropout
	$27,040
	$811,220

	High School Graduate
	$37,024
	$1,110,720

	Associates Degree
	$40,248
	$1,207,440

	Bachelors Degree
	$43,472
	$1,304,160

	Masters 

Degree
	$72,852
	$2,185,560

	Ph.D.
	$95,472
	$2,864,160

	M.D.
	$148,364
	$4,450,920


SOURCE: US Bureau of Statistics, 2019
National Graduation Rates Based on Race 

· In 2019, the national graduation rate was 84.6%
· In 2018, 93% of adults between the age of 18 and 24 had completed a diploma, GED or another equivalency credential
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Source: https://educationdata.org/high-school-dropout-rate/ (2019)
Reasons Students Provide for Dropping

 Out of High School

   Lack of parental support or encouragement to keep
    going (75% reported this on a survey)

Failed classes and fell too far behind

  Disliked school/classes weren’t interesting
  Financial Problems/needed to help family

  Teacher did not make connection between 
education and future success

Poor Grades (if someone is not good at something, 

     he/she feels like giving up)

   Student doesn’t feel like teachers/principals care 

     about them

   Fell into wrong crowd/developed bad habits
 Became a parent and dropped out (down to 4%)
National Dropout Prevention Center and Network, Clemson, S.C.

Top 10 Reason to dropout of high school, www.onlinegedsite.com
Top Predictors of a High School Drop Out  


Flunking too many classes/grade retention

Poor Attendance (not due to illness)


Low family expectations regarding school

Early and excessive drug/alcohol use

Being abused/picked on/bullied at school

Poor academic performance over long haul


Getting “lost” in high school/never found their 

niche or got involved in athletics, band…

Student Apathy: Students who don’t seem to care or are disengaged


Student has goals that do not align with the perceived need for education


Excessive suspension and/or student don’t get along with teachers.  


Generally speaking, male minority students coming from a low income family to a poor-performing school is a better predictor than a white female from a high income family to a high-performing school.

- California Dropout Research Project, October 2008.  Why Student Drop Out of School: A Review of 25 Years of Research.
- U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Educational Statistics. Dropout Rates in the U.S.

- Stillwell, R., Sale, J., and Plotts, C. (2011). Public School Graduates and Dropouts from the Common Core of Data: 2014-2015.
Consequences of Dropping Out of School

More likely to be unemployed or get an unskilled 
job with low pay.
More likely to be on public assistance and live 

below the poverty line.
More likely to become a single parent earlier than

peers and perpetuate the cycle (living in poverty and having children struggle with education).
More likely to end up in prison (82% of prisoners

     are high school dropouts).
U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Educational Statistics, 2015
Role Models Who Persevered
Michael Jordan, arguably the best basketball player of all time, was cut from his high school basketball team. In a Nike commercial from 1995, he said, “Twenty-six times I’ve been trusted to take the game-winning shot and missed. I’ve failed over and over and over again in my life and that is why I succeed.”

Before he successfully invented the light bulb, Thomas Edison invented over 1,000 ways not to invent the light bulb. After one more failed attempt, he said, “That’s one more way it won’t work, so we’re closer to a solution.” Edison went on to receive 1,093 patents for his numerous inventions.  

Jack Nicklaus won 18 major golf championships - more than any other person. He also holds the record for most second place finishes in major championships - 19.  

Colonel Harland Sanders developed a “finger-licking good” recipe for fried chicken.  He hoped others might be interested. Over 1,000 people turned him down before somebody agreed to use his recipe. There are currently over 32,500 KFC restaurants around the world.

Lance Armstrong had never come close to winning the Tour de France. In 1995 he was diagnosed with cancer and was given less than a 50% chance of living. He defied the odds and persevered. He went on to win 6 straight Tour de France titles.  

In 1955 Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat to a white person on a bus in Montgomery, Alabama.  After she was arrested, the black community decided to boycott the bus system until the city changed its segregation policy. For 382 consecutive days, proud black citizens walked to and fro, and in the process, they started the civil rights movement and changed America.  

Albert Einstein did not speak until he was three and could not read until he was seven. His teachers thought he was mentally retarded. He flunked his entrance exam to college and later his doctoral dissertation was rejected. Yet, he worked hard and became one of the smartest individuals to ever live, ultimately winning the Nobel Prize in Physics.

Elvis Presley, the best-selling solo artist in history, originally recorded his first album for his mother because he was told, “You’re never going to make it as a singer.” His second album flopped and he was booed off the Grand Ole Opry. To deal with this disappointment, he released “Heartbreak Hotel” and the rest is history. 

His first three businesses failed and he was fired by a newspaper editor because he “had no good ideas.” Still, Walt Disney kept dreaming. It took him four years and 1.5 million dollars to bring Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs to the big screen.  
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