Examples of a Positive Reputation

· “He’s a hard worker. If you give him an assignment, he’ll get it done.”

· “This student really applies herself.  She’s going to be a success someday.”

· “He’s a good kid. You’re really going to like him.”

· “I can trust that student to do what she’s supposed to do.”

Examples of a Negative Reputation

· “That student will look you right in the eye and lie to you.  I wouldn’t trust her any farther than I could throw her.”

· “He’s got an excuse for everything. You can’t count on him.”

· “Watch out for this one, she’s a trouble-maker.  She will disrupt your class day in and day out.”

· “It’s too bad. This kid has the brains, but he doesn’t apply himself.”

Character is a Reflection of:

· How a person treats other people

· Whether a person causes trouble or talks back

· The level of responsibility a person takes for him/her self

· The amount of effort a person puts forth

· The degree to which a person can be trusted

Steps to Build a Positive Reputation

· Acknowledge and admit to your faults, poor choices and/or bad behavior

· Sincerely apologize for the past

· Make pledges to change for the better

· Consistently live up to your word

Two Most Important Attributes that

People Should Judge You on

· Honesty

· Book definition: The quality of being truthful, trustworthy and showing fairness; being genuine and open to others; not lying, cheating or stealing.  A most honorable trait.

· Real-life:  Being a stand up guy who is truthful about his mistakes and doesn’t make promises he can’t keep.

· Responsibility

· Book definition:  Readily assuming obligations and duties; able to distinguish between right and wrong and to think and act rationally; being accountable for one’s behavior.

· Real-life definition: Walking the walk and talking the talk.
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