Unit 15 — Sustaining Long-Term Relationships

ETHICAL DILEMMA

Tough Decisions About Marriage

1. Imagine that one day you and your fiance go to premarital counseling. On the first night you both fill
out a long survey about your relationship. The next week the counselor says, “Based on the answers
you provided, there is an 80% chance that your marriage will end in divorce.” Do you still go through
with the wedding? Why or why not?

2. In your opinion, what factors contribute to Americans having one of the highest divorce rates in the
world?

3. It’s easy to say that you would file for divorce if your spouse were to abuse you, cheat on you or
become addicted to drugs. However, most people who file for divorce report being continually
unhappy in their marriage for a long period of time. How long would you be willing to stay in a
marriage that left you feeling consistently unfulfilled and unloved?
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